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Members Celebrate 
Valentine’s Day in a Big 

Way!

NCM SINKHOLE DEVOURS 8 CORVETTES
Tragedy struck the NCM early on February 12th.  Eight Corvettes on display fell into a 
sinkhole 40 foot across and 25-30 foot deep. Read about the incident and the efforts to 
restore the vehicles on Page 7.     
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A MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT
Dear Fellow CCR Members,

! I sure hope no one showed up for the February 
membership meeting and was surprised to find locked 
doors and no one in attendance! Say it ain't so! If you did, 
by now you know your board made the decision to cancel 
the meeting in the interest of the safety of our members. I 
had asked board members to report to me the road 
conditions in their neighborhood on Friday morning. The 
consensus was a recommendation to cancel the meeting. 
While most, if not all, main roads had 
been cleared by that time, and Friday 
temperatures were to be above 
freezing, the forecast for later in the 
evening was for freezing temperatures. 
Icy roads and local uncleared roads 
were the concern.

! On June 7 your club will hold our 
main event, the CCR Roundup, at 
Ironbridge Sports Park in Chester, as 
we did last year. We had a very 
good event there last year, and with 
your help we will strive to make it an 
even better event this year! This is an 
"all hands on deck" event for our club 
(the best Corvette Club in the world)! 
This is our annual fundraiser, and proceeds from this event 
permit us to enjoy monthly after dinner parties at reduced 
cost to members (or no cost to members for Member 
hosted parties!), and to enjoy a terrific Christmas Dinner 
Dance with cost to members being subsidized 
approximately 50% by YOUR Club! So please bring your 
Corvette out to the show (it does not have to be a "show 
car") and enjoy the camaraderie of your fellow club 
members, and help the club in some way to help make this 
show happen! I will have more to say about volunteer 
opportunities at the March general membership meeting! 
By the way, one thing that did not work too well last year 
was the food service at Ironbridge Sports Park. They were 
not prepared to manage the number of customers we 
brought them! I am meeting with them on Monday as I write 
this letter to address that issue!

! We have some great events coming up! Our General 
Membership meeting will be Friday, March 14 in the West 
End. The after meeting party will be a return to Greek 
Islands, very near our meeting location. On March 19 we 
have the Million Dollar Quartet outing, with Steve and 
Karen Dubosky as OD's. After the General Membership 

Meeting on April 11, Steve and Karen Dubosky have been 
kind enough to open their home for the after meeting party! 
They have a fabulous home for entertaining, and I hope you 
will plan to take advantage of their hospitality! As is 
customary with your club, please bring a side dish, 
appetizer, or dessert of your choice to the party. Adult 
beverages are on a BYOB basis. Now, can we talk? 
(expression made somewhat famous by Joan Rivers). 
Steve and Karen live in Providence Forge. I am here to tell 
you, because I have driven the route, their home is no more 
than an extra 10 minutes, compared to travel to the 
Montgomery home from our West End  meeting location at 
Markel. The Montgomery's have been blessed by your 
terrific attendance at our after meeting parties. So please 

come on out to the Dubosky's home and 
enjoy!!

!     The next day after the Dubosky's bash, 
we have the Bunny Run on April 12. Cecile 
and Ed Custer have for many years been the 
OD's of this terrific event, for a terrific cause!  
A last minute addition to our CCR schedule 
is the event at Swift Creek Mill Dinner 
Theatre on the evening of April 12, OD'd by 
Paul and Gayle Murman. On April 19 is the 
annual Captain Billy's Cruise OD's by Lori 
and Dave Dolan to celebrate passage of tax 
day. Always fun; be there! April CCR events 
will close out on the 26th with the RIR Corral 
at Richmond International Raceway, OD'd by 
Bubba and Donna Carr...a good time for all! 

! Finally, because I have not written an article yet for this 
event for this newsletter, please plan on attending Vettes for 
Vets hosted by Colonial Corvette Club at the 
Williamsburg Winery on Sunday,  May 25, the day before 
Memorial Day. It is a fabulous show and for a good cause 
(Veterans). Marcie and I will OD this event. Please put it on 
your calendar!

! I wish to extend a special thanks to all the OD's and 
party hosts! Without you and all of our members, we would 
not be the greatest Corvette Club in the world! Thank you!

As Mickey Mouse would say, "See you real soon!", and 
remember, save the wave!

 

Your CCR buddy,

Kirby
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Friday, March 14 Membership Meeting (West End)- 7:30 PM

Saturday, March 29 Million Dollar Quartet   Steve DuBosky

Friday, April 11 Membership Meeting (West End)- 7:30 PM Party @ DuBoskys

Saturday, April 12 Bunny Run   Cecile Custer

Saturday, April 12 Swift Creek Mill Theatre Trip   Murmans

Saturday, April 19 Cruise to Captain Billy’s   Dolans

Saturday, April 26 RIR Corral for NASCAR Race   Bubba Carr

Saturday, May 3 Lifesaver Show (?)

Friday, May 9 Membership Meeting (Southside)- 7:30 PM

Saturday, May 17 AAF Tank Museum Tour  Franklins

Sunday, May 25 Corvettes for Vets   Kirby Montgomery

Saturday, June 7 Annual CCR Roundup  Montgomery/Griggs

Friday, June 13 Membership Meeting (Southside)- 7:30 PM Party @ Franklins

Saturday, June 14 Progressive Dinner             New Kent Contingent

Saturday, June 28 Tubin’ on the James  Dolans 

Friday, July 11 Membership Meeting (West End)- 7:30 PM Party @ Montgomerys 

Friday, August 8 Membership Meeting (West End)- 7:30 PM Party @ Todds

Saturday, August 9 Manassas Show (?)

August 22-24 Corvettes at Carlisle  Dolans

August 23-31 Nat’l Corvette Museum Caravan    Ropers

Saturday, Sept 6 RIR Corral for NASCAR Race  Bubba Carr

Friday, Sept 12 Membership Meeting (Southside)- 7:30 PM

Friday, Oct 10 Membership Meeting (Southside)- 7:30 PM

Friday, Nov 14 Membership Meeting (West End)- 7:30 PM

Saturday, Dec 6 Christmas Dinner Dance Montgomerys
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MARCH MEETING
Friday, March 14, 7:30PM at West End Location

! Our next General Membership Meeting will take place on Friday, March 14, at 7:30 p.m. Many 
members arrive as early as 7:00 p.m. to visit in the parking lot. Feel free to come early if you aren’t in 
the habit of doing so. This month’s meeting will be held at the Markel Corporation Building in 
Innsbrook. The address is 4521 Highwoods Parkway, Glen Allen, Virginia 23060. There is plenty of 
parking available.

DIRECTIONS:

1.From I-295, take exit 51B for Nuckols Road South. 

2.From Nuckols Road, turn right at the first traffic light 
onto Sadler Road. 

3.Take the next left turn onto Sadler Place. 

4.Take an immediate right onto Highwoods Parkway. 

5.Take the first left into the parking lot (you will see the 
"Markel" sign). The Markel Building will be directly in 

front of you. Enter under the carport on the right side of the building as you face it.

AFTER PARTY: 
     
This month’s after party will take place at The Greek Islands Restaurant, located at 9503C West Broad 
Street, Henrico, 23294. This is only a few minutes from our West End meeting location. There will be 
directions available at the meeting. 
     The restaurant is family owned and operated, and we have been there before. Our choices will be 
baked spaghetti or lasagna. Also included are tossed salad with house dressing, ice tea, coffee, and 
soft drinks. Adult beverages are available on cash basis. The cost will be $15 per couple or $8 per 
person at the door (a significant discount, subsidized by the club). The restaurant has a great 
atmosphere, including a horseshoe shaped bar! 
     Please plan to join us after the meeting! 
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MARCH MEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday to those members 
celebrating in March! May there be a 
shiny, new surprise in your driveway!

Michael Bailey   03/15
LeAnn Roy   03/14
Bob Clifton   03/24
Bill Coada   03/13
Ed Custer   03/19 

Pam Shawn  03/05 
Karen Dubosky   03/06

Tom Watkins   03/19
Tim Glass   03/27

Karin Gregor   03/17
Glenn Hayden   03/01 
Gregory Lucyk   03/06
Dean Maddern   03/16

Nadine Madison   03/09
John Marshall   03/09
Sheri Marshall   03/21

Howard Mayhew   03/16
Dan Raidabaugh   03/14

Helen Raidabaugh   03/10
Barry Roper   03/13

Nicholas Sheffield   03/04
Robert Stevens   03/09

William Tomlinson   03/17
Linda Van Eckoute   03/22

Bobbie Vayo   03/29
Jeremy Welborn   03/20

Become a CCR Member !
! In 1960, a small group of Corvette 
enthusiasts began to gather on a regular basis 
for fun and fellowship. The first official Club 
meeting took place in July of 1961. CCR is the 
oldest Corvette club in Virginia with membership 
approaching 400. To be eligible for regular 
membership, you must be a person of good 
character and own a Corvette. You must attend 
at least one meeting or event. If you don’t own a 
Corvette, an “associate membership” is 
available. Associates can participate in all 
events and functions but have no voting rights. 
You’ll make good friends, have fun and learn 
more about Corvettes. Club meetings are at 
7:30 p.m. on the second Friday of each month. 
After the meetings, there is usually a party 
where you can enjoy socializing with other club 
members. 

! Annual dues are $25 for pilots or $35 for 
both the pilot and co-pilot (includes spouse, or 
significant other/child). A membership 
application can be found on the CCR website: 
www.corvetteclubofrichmond.com 

http://www.corvetteclubofrichmond.com
http://www.corvetteclubofrichmond.com
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!  Sixteen minutes before 
6 AM February 12, 2014.  A 
nondescript Wednesday 
morning in Bowling Green, 
KY.  But at that moment a 
call to the National Corvette 
Museum from their security 
company signified a change 
in the landscape for the NCM 
literally and figuratively.  An 
unimaginable event had 
occurred without warning 
around 5:30 when motion 
detectors signified something 
was amiss.  As some of the 
nation's most viewed and 
envied sports cars were 
greeting another day, a 
portion of the Sky Dome's 
floor gave way and eight 
classic Corvettes disappeared into a sinkhole some 40 feet wide and 30 feet deep.  The unprecedented event 
flashed around the world within hours and thrust the National Corvette Museum into painful prominence.  

! While the collapse certainly won't be a news flash to CCR members by the time the March issue of our 
newsletter is available, a look at the timeline of events and a preview of the NCM's still unfolding response to 
the disaster may be of interest.  The Museum selected our friend and 
their Marketing/Communications Manager Katie Frassinelli (in the 
middle at right) to be the Museum's spokesperson and she has 
outlined the evolving game plan.  Designated Operation Corvette 
Plus, the restoration efforts are divided into multiple 'elevation' steps, 
during which the dome will remain in place over the work site while 
the Corvettes are extracted, the ground fault is filled and stabilized, 
and the concrete floor is restored.  Before efforts could be fully 
underway, shallow test borings were done in the undisturbed 
sections of the Sky Dome floor to assure no imminent danger of 
additional collapse.  The operation of securing and reinforcing the 
building's foundation will consume approximately two weeks.  
Removal of the first three Corvettes will begin the first Monday of 
March.  In order of planned extraction, the first car out will be the 2009 ZR1 "Blue Devil" followed by the black 
1962 Corvette and then the 1993 Ruby Red 40th Anniversary Corvette.  The other five will follow as concrete 
slabs and other debris are removed. 

REVS & RUMBLES @ THE NCM
By Barry Roper, NCM 
Ambassador/Lifetime Member

!

!
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! Katie has noted that attendance at the Museum is up with people coming to try to catch a glimpse of the 
damaged vehicles.  To accommodate the attendees, a plexi-glass window has been constructed to allow 
visitors to see for themselves the work being done.  Since GM considers many of the damaged Corvettes to 

be some of the most significant in automotive history, 
Jeffrey Lamarche, the new manager of the Bowling Green 
Corvette Assembly Plant located across the street from 
the NCM, has indicated the vehicles will eventually be 
shipped to Warren, MI, to be completely restored and 
refurbished by GM for the Museum.  However, there has 
been some speculation that the recovered cars may first 
be put on display in the NCM for two months or more to 
allow visitors to view the cars before restoration.  

! There's a saying that suggests even adverse 
publicity is still publicity and that can be evidenced by 
increased visitor attendance and an uptick in interest in 
the NCM's August 20th Anniversary.  However, with 

planning for that celebration, including preparing for the 
thousands of Corvette owners who will descend on 
Bowling Green via the National Corvette Caravan AND 
working furiously toward the highly anticipated initial 
opening of the NCM Motor Sports Park in August WHILE 
conducting daily Museum operations including new 
Corvette deliveries and conducting tours, the NCM's 
devoted staff obviously have had their plates pretty full 
even before this calamity.  As one of the many Corvette 
clubs supporting the mission of the NCM, CCR salutes 
the diligence of those who labor to make the Museum 
whole again while giving thanks that the collapse 
occurred when the Sky Dome was unoccupied.

More video coverage:

!

!

https://www.youtube.com/watch? http://www.wbko.com/home/

Drone Flies into Sinkhole to Access Damage Corvette Reveals Plan To Remove Cars From Sinkhole

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbQF8_ZcwQk&list=PL5Syfif2eF-PwKw8EkYQ3hW12km1LzacC
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbQF8_ZcwQk&list=PL5Syfif2eF-PwKw8EkYQ3hW12km1LzacC
http://www.wbko.com/home/headlines/Corvette-Reveals-Plan-To-Remove-Cars-From-Sinkhole-245900821.html
http://www.wbko.com/home/headlines/Corvette-Reveals-Plan-To-Remove-Cars-From-Sinkhole-245900821.html
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EVENT RECAP

VALENTINE BRUNCH  
Sunday, February 9, 2014  

By Gayle Murman, Peggy Maloy, Janie Hughes, and Val Miser (ODs) 
     Fifty-nine CCR members gathered 
at Meadowbrook Country Club on 
February 9th for the annual Valentine 
Brunch, proving that many of us 
understand the romance of the words, 
“Let’s eat out, so no one has to cook!”  
Current and immediate past 
Presidents Kirby Montgomery and 
Paul Murman, welcomed guests and 
invited them to enjoy juices and 
champagne cocktails and a buffet 
featuring made-to-

order omelets and waffles, along with a variety of other 
breakfast selections, carved meats, and 
salads.  Then came the desserts, suitable in 
quantity and variety to induce a sugar high in 
even the most seasoned diners.  After the 

meal, 
door prizes were 

awarded.  As each couple was 
called forward, the gentleman chose a gift 
bag to present to his lady.

     Janie, Peg, Gayle, and I would like to 
thank everyone who came out to join us for 

this event.  What better way to usher in 
the Valentine season 
than sharing food and 
friendship with other 
members of the best 
damned Corvette club in 
the world?
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UPCOMING EVENT

CCR 18TH 
ANNUAL 
BUNNY 
RUN  
Saturday, April 12, 2014

ODs – Cecile & Ed Custer 
! On Saturday 

April 12, 2014, 
CCR members 
will be 
welcoming 
spring with 
our 18th 
Annual 
Bunny Run 
delivering 
plush 

bunnies to 
the patients at the 

Children’s Hospital of Richmond. This is 
our version of a teddy bear run, only better! 
Again this year, CCR is inviting ALL Corvette 
owners to join us for this fun and extremely 
rewarding event. The only requirements for 
participation are that you drive a Corvette and 
bring 1 or more plush snuggly bunnies. All 
bunnies need to be new and in individual plastic 
bags. (Grocery produce bags work well and 
most stores will let you have them for free.)

! We will meet at 12:15PM at Smith Turf & 
Irrigation located at 2201 Dabney Road (23230). 
(Behind the Sears Appliance Outlet) We will 
depart for Children’s’ Hospital at 12:45PM. We 
will enter through the Hospital’s Brook Road 
entrance and park along the side of the building 
until all the children are in place and ready for 
our arrival. Once everyone is ready, our parade 

of spectacular Vettes will go on to unload the 
bunnies.  After unloading we will visit with the 
children, parents & staff and enjoy refreshments. 
This is a rain or shine event although it doesn’t 
dare rain until we have finished unloading our 
special cargo! Participants are invited to 
accompany us to Famous Dave’s on Rt.1 near 

Virginia Center Commons for lunch around 
2-2:30PM.  

! Wondering where the all the bunnies come 
from? Many seasoned CCR bunny wranglers 
already stocked up during last year’s after 
Easter sales.  Others of us will be hitting up 
everyone we know to donate bunnies besides 
the ones we buy. Fliers that you can post or 
distribute to collect bunnies from friends, family 
and co-workers will be available at the March 
meeting and on the CCR website. 

! Contact CCR’s chief bunny wrangler, Cecile 
Custer via e-mail at: ccrbunnyrun@yahoo.com 
or phone at (804) 338-8362 with questions or to 
make other arrangements to contribute bunnies. 
Can’t make the Bunny Run or Bunny Collection 
event? You can bring your bunnies to the March 
and April meetings.

Hop to it and start gathering new stuffed bunnies 
from everyone you know, don your bunny ears 
and join us on April 12th so we can make this 
our biggest & best Bunny Run yet!

mailto:ccrbunnyrun@yahoo.com
mailto:ccrbunnyrun@yahoo.com
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UPCOMING EVENT

SWIFT CREEK MILL THEATRE TRIP
Saturday, April 12, 2014  6 PM

ODs: Paul & Gayle Murman 
Are you looking to do something a little different on a Saturday evening?  Then make a decision to 
join some of your fellow CCR members on April 12th at 6 p.m. at the Swift Creek Mill Theatre for 
dinner and a show presentation of “Life Could Be a Dream”.

Due to the generosity of Mitchell, Wiggins & Company, LLP, we have 40 gift certificates for the theater 
performance.  Therefore, the cost to the first 40 CCR members only to “sign-up” will be $18.00 each 
or $36 per couple, which is the cost of the dinner.  After the 40 allotments are filled, the cost to attend 
is $60.50 per person or $121 per couple.  “Signing up” for this event is by paying Gayle or Paul 
Murman the $18.00 per person no earlier than the club meeting on March 14, 2014.  Currently, only 
40 reservations have been made and seating will be on a first come, first served basis.

Now a little information on:

Life Could Be a Dream

The Crooning Crabcakes (the boys who were 
banned from the Wonderettes Prom) are 
rehearsing for the Dream of a Lifetime Talent 
Search, hosted by Big Whopper Radio.  Their 
dream of making it to the big-time is 
complicated by romantic entanglements with 
their coach, Lois.  Their 60’s doo-wop songs 
say it all: “Fools Fall in Love,” “Earth Angel,” 
“Runaround Sue,” Unchained Melody,” “The 
Glory of Love,” and more.  You’ll be 
humming these tunes all the way home!

Check it out at http://www.swiftcreekmill.com

Come and be part of a fun evening by joining fellow CCR members and guests for 
an evening you won’t soon forget.

*For any questions, please call

Gayle/Paul Murman at 748-7695

Swift Creek Mill Theatre
17401 Jefferson Davis Highway

Colonial Heights, VA 23834

http://www.swiftcreekmill.com

http://www.swiftcreekmill.com
http://www.swiftcreekmill.com
http://www.swiftcreekmill.com
http://www.swiftcreekmill.com
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UPCOMING EVENT

14TH 
ANNUAL 
CCR CRAB 
CRUISE 

Saturday, April 19, 2014

ODs: Dave & Lori Dolan 

     !For our Crab Cruise virgins….let me give you some 
background.  This event was started by Aquia Creek 
Corvette Club (ACCC) to celebrate getting through the 
pain of paying the IRS on April 15 and to 
welcome Spring with a 

great 
Corvette caravan and feast.  

When ACCC changed this to a Sunday event 14 
years ago, Dave & I turned it into a CCR event and have 
kept the original date (the Saturday after the April 15 tax 
filing day).  

! Capt. Billy’s Crab House sits on the Maryland side of 
the Potomac River and is about an hour and a half drive 
from Richmond.  In the past, we made a pitstop along the 
way at the Hornes Restaurant on Route 301, but our 
group has grown too large for their parking lot.  This year, 

we will drive straight through to Capt. Billy’s without any 
pitstop.  (I, for one, LOVE looking around and shopping at 
Hornes, so we’ll hit it on our way home.)  

DETAILS:  We’ll meet at 1 pm behind the Burger King at 
Atlee Station Road & Chamberlayne Road (Route 301).  
We’ll take roll, have a brief drivers’ meeting and depart at 
1:15 pm.  This is a RAIN OR SHINE EVENT, so if the 
weather is bad or you’re bringing guests, feel free to drive 
your OTC (Other Than Corvette). OTCs are fine…they just 
have to be at the back of our caravan!!  And, if you’ve got 
a Club Radio, bring it.

! I’ve made a reservation for 50, but in case our group 
is bigger, I’ll need to let them know so that they can have 
enough wait staff for us.  So, if you’re free and interested, 
please sign up for this event.  We have 3 ways for you to 
do that:  

1. Sign the Events Book at the March meeting, 

2. Sign up on CCR’s website, or 

3. Call me (H - 346-5266 or C – 640-9338).

UPDATE!   Bad weather kept us from meeting last 
month, so I need you guys to sign up for this event at 
our March 14 meeting or to call me (346-5266), so I 
can give Capt. Billy’s Crab House a good headcount.  
Also, if you sign up and then your plans change, 
please cancel with me.  Having 20 no-shows on the 
day of the event doesn’t give us much credibility with 
the restaurant.  Thanks for your help here!
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UPCOMING EVENT

RIR CAR 
CORRAL & RACE 
Saturday, April 26, 2014

OD: Bubba Carr 

     We are rocking and rolling with the CCR's 3rd 
Car Corral event in connection with the 
NASCAR Cup race at RIR on April 26. Here is 
the information on the Car Corral package which 
costs $75 and includes the following:

• 2 tickets to the Toyota Owners 400 in the 
Dogwood Grandstands (a $90 value)

• 2 Pre-Race Pit Passes

• Designated, onsite, paved and marked space 
with easy entry and exit (includes staffing by 
RIR pre-race and throughout the race)

• Commemorative Dash Plaque

• Post-Race Weekend Track Laps Day 
scheduled for May 18—5 laps per vehicle (you 
can buy extra laps @$20 for 5 laps)

There are a limited number of tickets and some 
owners have already started calling to reserve. 
Please call Scott Byer (Corporate Sales 
Manager) at (804) 228-7649 to reserve your 

tickets. This package was sold out last year for 
both the April and September races.

Call me at (804)356-8731 if you have any 
questions. We will be caravanning from the 
White Oak Shopping Center parking lot as we 
have in the past.

Hey, is that Bubba in the Winner’s Circle?
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UPCOMING EVENT

AAF TANK MUSEUM TOUR
Saturday, May 17, 2014

ODs: Rick and Kathy Franklin 

     Caravan with the CCR to 
Danville, VA and tour the 
American Armored 
Foundation Tank and 
Ordinance War Memorial 
Museum.  The Tank 
Museum was founded in 
1981 as a not for profit 
charitable organization, with 
a mission to educate, 
collect, restore, preserve, 
and display as varied 
collection of military tank 
and cavalry artifacts.  The 
Tank Museum has the most 
extensive collection of 
International Tank and 
Cavalry artifacts in the 
world.  The self-guided will 

take at least 2.5 hours or more to view the entire collection inside a 330,000 sq. ft. facility. The 
website is:  http://www.aaftankmuseum.com.  I recommend visiting the site to view the rules and 
regulations for the museum tour.

! We will meet at the WAWA station located 12001 Southshore Point Dr., Midlothian for a departure 
at 9:30am.  The trip will take over 2 hours to drive to Danville.  Upon arrival, we will stop for a quick 
bite of lunch (45 minutes) and then move to the museum.  We will organize a return caravan 
beginning @ 4:00 pm.

! Admission prices are very reasonable:  $12 adults, $10 under 12 and over 60, group of 15 or more 
$8 if paying in one lump sum.  Sign up or show up on May 17 to join the group.  Questions call Rick:  
home # 804.744.7023, or cell # 804.874.2111; or email:  rbfranklin8@comcast.net.

http://www.aaftankmuseum.com
http://www.aaftankmuseum.com
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     Every few years the subject of counterfeit parts hits the news. Well, it’s that time again. It seems 
that the forgers have not only entered the fastener world by making substandard nuts and bolts but 
they have even gotten into the high tech arena as well. 

    
    !  Imagine that you have purchased an expensive part for your car on which you got a killer 
deal and it fails. You’re not in the most jovial mood, however, when you try to send it back to the 
manufacturer they advise you that it is not theirs. How can this be you ask? It has your name on it 
and it has your name on the box. Even though you only paid half of the normal price you want a 
replacement. Tough luck pal, you now know why knockoffs are 
called knockoffs. They knockoff the price and completely knock off 
the warranty. 
     
! Counterfeit parts not only cost money when they must be 
replaced upon failure without a warranty but can cause damage to 
other parts. They are not built to the same standards and 
specifications as their genuine counterparts. There is also the fact 
that they drive up the cost of the genuine parts because these 
manufacturers must constantly battle against warranting parts that 
are fakes and legal fights to remove the copies from the market.
      !
! MSD, a manufacturer of high quality ignition components reports that their 6AL ignition box 
has been copied. The copies feature inferior circuit boards which could lead to ignition problems. 
     
! These units look exactly like the MSD 6AL units. There are some differences. First is that the 
fakes all have the same serial number (682013) and the mounting screws and connection outlets on 
the side of the box are wrong. Real 6AL boxes have Torx screws on all terminals not Phillips as on 
the fakes. The Mag pickup wires and tach output are reversed on the fake as well. This is all well 
and good you might say but how do I tell the difference when ordering online?

TECH TIPS
By Butch Jones, CCR Member

Fake Parts: Buyer Beware

(Continued)
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! The best way is to only do business with an authorized MSD dealer such as Summit Racing 
or JEGS.  Next is to remember the old adage the “if it is too good to be true it probably is.”

AC Delco offers the following tips on how to spot a fake or insure you are getting a genuine part:

• If you're not installing the part yourself, ask the person who is if 
you can see the part and package.

• Inspect the packaging. If it appears flimsy, lacks the name 
brand or logo, or has graphics or a name that is similar to, but 
not quite the same as those you're used to seeing (i.e., AC 
Dellco instead of AC Delco), it could be counterfeit. 
Counterfeiters often use colors, artwork and type fonts on their 

packaging that are similar to the original.

•  A competitive market drives variation in price among reputable manufacturers; however, 
extremely large differences in price should cause you to be suspicious. 

•  Remember, because counterfeiters have become very sophisticated as technology has 
improved, a visual inspection of the product may not be enough to distinguish genuine 
parts from the fake. Insist on AC Delco parts from authorized dealers and retailers.

•  In an effort to make counterfeiting even more difficult for imitation parts producers, AC 
Delco is now affixing a distinct mark on certain parts. This mark will assist officials in 
distinguishing genuine products from their fake counterparts.

If you suspect that you have received a counterfeit part, contact the vendor and then go online to 
report the part to the genuine part manufacturer. Most manufacturers have a department that deals 
specifically with counterfeiting and will appreciate your information.

So what is the answer? How do you reduce your exposure to counterfeit parts? First research the 
part needed and know what the normal price range will be. Next and most important, deal only with 
reputable vendors. If you buy a low part a bargain basement price, then buyer beware. If you buy 
from eBay, check the satisfaction scores of the sellers and view the comments if any. And, finally, 
try to learn as much as possible about the part before you start shopping.
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CORVETTE
IN THE NEWS
British Mag Autocar Says 
Corvette Scores a Win 
over Europe’s Best

from CorvetteForum.com
By Manuel Carrillo III

The North American automotive press loves the 2014 
Chevrolet Corvette as much as breathing fresh air 
after exiting a Porta Potty.

The European automotive press is just now getting its 
hands on the C7 Corvette, and the early results look 
promising.

In the video left, Autocar compares the Stingray to the 
Porsche 911 Carrera S, Jaguar F-TYPE V8 S, and 
Audi R8 4.2. While the Corvette’s competitive pricing 
bodes well for its Euro-market success, Autocar threw 
the low-price factor out the window, comparing all the 
sports cars as though they were the same price. With 
its price advantage ignored, how does Autocar rate 
the Corvette against fierce competition from Europe? 
Well, when “USA 1, Europe 0″ is part of the video’s 
title, you know the Europeans are about as chuffed 
with the C7 as we are.

Click the link on the left to see how well the Corvette 
scores a win for the USA.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=lfejZ
sjiAII

http://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/author/manuel-carrillo-iii/
http://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/author/manuel-carrillo-iii/
http://www.youtube.com/user/autocar?feature=watch
http://www.youtube.com/user/autocar?feature=watch
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=lfejZsjiAII
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=lfejZsjiAII
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=lfejZsjiAII
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=lfejZsjiAII
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=lfejZsjiAII
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=lfejZsjiAII
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! The enduring success of Chevrolet’s Corvette really boils down to one factor: the small-block 
Chevrolet V-8. Not only did the engine help keep the Corvette from getting axed in its infancy, it also 
provided many a racing victory for the fiberglass bowtie over the years. With such a legacy, it’s no 
surprise that the very first V-8 Corvette, the car known commonly as “Duntov’s Mule,” will take its 
place alongside the 50 most significant cars in Corvette history among the 2014 Bloomington Great 
Hall inductees.

! As 1954 came to a close, Chevrolet was growing concerned that its Corvette sports car was a 
sales dud. Despite lowering the retail price from $3,498 in 1953 to $2,774 in 1954, consumers still 
largely ignored the six-cylinder-powered two-seat roadster, and GM executives, anticipating future 
losses, began to consider killing off the Corvette. Two things converged to prevent the car’s demise, 
however: Ford launched its own two-seater, the Thunderbird, while GM readied a compact V-8 engine 
that would give the Corvette a much-needed infusion of power.

! At the direction of Chevrolet chief engineer Mauri Rose, legendary tuner Smokey Yunick installed 
an experimental 265-cu.in. V-8 into a Corvette test mule body in 1954. Upon the car’s return from 
Daytona Beach, Florida, to Detroit, Michigan, it was given the internal code of EX-87, and once the 
car’s functionality and durability tests were completed, EX-87 was handed off to Corvette’s chief 
engineer, Zora Arkus Duntov, who would use the car (now known as number 5951) in speed record 
testing at GM’s Arizona Proving Grounds, in preparation for a high-speed record run at Daytona 
Beach in January of 1956. Knowing that such a record would drive Corvette sales, Duntov took his job 
seriously, and once again enlisted the help of Smokey Yunick in building an engine capable of record-
setting speeds.

! Though GM’s new 195hp 265-cu.in. V-8 produced more power than the Corvette’s previous 150hp 
235.5-cu.in. straight-six, Duntov believed the larger engine’s output was still insufficient to break the 
150 MPH barrier. To up output, the V-8 was bored to increase displacement to 307 cubic inches, and 

Duntov’s test-mule Corvette among final Bloomington Great Hall class

from Hemmings Daily
By Kurt Ernst  2/5/14

http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2014/02/05/duntovs-test-mule-corvette-among-final-bloomington-great-hall-class/
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2014/02/05/duntovs-test-mule-corvette-among-final-bloomington-great-hall-class/
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Duntov then lobbied GM’s engineering department to provide a hotter cam for use in the record 
attempts. What followed was the first instance of the “Duntov cam,” also known as the “Duntov 
30-30,” and this experimental engine would go on to power 5951 (modified for the record run with a 
smaller windscreen, a fiberglass cockpit tonneau cover and an vertical fin for high-speed stability) to a 
top speed of 163 MPH in late 1955. In January of 1956, the same engine powered a different 
Corvette (number 6091) to a record 
speed of 150.583 MPH at Daytona.

! With the testing complete, Yunick 
pulled the experimental V-8 engine, 
shrouded it in plastic and tucked it into 
a corner of his shop with its original 
documentation and a note reading 
“Record Run.” It remained lost to 
history until Yunick’s death in 2001, 
when it was rediscovered by Steve 
Tate, a long-time friend and associate 
of Yunick’s. With the engine in hand, 
Tate began the process of seeking out 
the number 5951 chassis, which had 
been sold off by GM following the 
conclusion of testing. Although the car 
had seen a string of owners over the years, Tate and his colleagues eventually located the car and its 
original log book, which documented the car’s role in the development of the V-8 Corvette. Restored 
to the condition of its 1955 record run, Duntov’s Mule made its public debut at the 2003 Blooming 
Gold Corvette Show. In 2009, collector and Corvette guru Ken Lingenfelter bought the car for 
$310,000 out of Chevrolet dealer Bob McDorman’s collection at Mecum’s Indianapolis auction.

! Other Corvette models joining the 
Duntov Mule in the final Bloomington Gold 
Great Hall induction ceremony will be the 
1963 Mark II Z06; the 1966 427 coupe; the 
1967 327 coupe; the 1967 DX L88; the 1968 
Owens-Corning Racer; the 1969 Rebel L88 
Racer; the Pratt and Miller Le Mans Racer; 
the fourth-generation Corvette; and the C7 
Corvette. The Great Hall also recognizes the 
50 people and institutions most instrumental 
to the Corvette’s legacy, and this year’s class 
includes Larry Shinoda, Vince Piggins, Karl 
Ludvigsen, the National Corvette Museum, 
Terry Michaelis, Dana Mecum, Irwin Kroiz, 
Bob Gold, Al Grenning, and Cypress Garden.

http://mecum.com/auctions/lot_detail.cfm?LOT_ID=SC0509-79173
http://mecum.com/auctions/lot_detail.cfm?LOT_ID=SC0509-79173
http://mecum.com/auctions/lot_detail.cfm?LOT_ID=SC0509-79173
http://mecum.com/auctions/lot_detail.cfm?LOT_ID=SC0509-79173
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2013/12/18/record-setting-championship-winning-rebel-corvette-heads-to-auction/
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2013/12/18/record-setting-championship-winning-rebel-corvette-heads-to-auction/
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2013/12/18/record-setting-championship-winning-rebel-corvette-heads-to-auction/
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2013/12/18/record-setting-championship-winning-rebel-corvette-heads-to-auction/
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“ACTION 
MOTORS”

OLD CORVETTE 
COMMERCIALS

Do you remember these classics?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=QXxSO_yzlVg

1953 Corvette TV Commercial
This old television commercial is probably the first one for 
the new Corvettes in 1953. Dave Garroway, first host of 
NBC's Today Show, was tapped by Chevrolet to lend his 
presence to this promotional film announcing the 
introduction of the 1953 Corvette.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHTDfOFtmIw

1982 Corvette promotional film created by GM.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXxSO_yzlVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXxSO_yzlVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXxSO_yzlVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXxSO_yzlVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHTDfOFtmIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHTDfOFtmIw
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CORVETTE 
! RACING 

      News

Building the Corvette C7.R

Next Race: 

62nd Annual Mobil1 12 Hours 
of Sebring

March 12-15, 2014

Standings                  Source: imsa.com

See what it took to build and develop 
the Chevrolet Corvette C7.R in time 
for its inaugural race at the 2014 
Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona, in the 
newly formed, TUDOR United 
SportsCar Championship

Source: CorvetteRacing.com

http://www.youtube.com/embed/B_4pYm7ZMG4?/
http://www.youtube.com/embed/B_4pYm7ZMG4?/
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“THANK YOU” TO ALL OUR 
CORPORATE SPONSORS!

Heritage Liaison: Bubba Carr 
(804) 356-8731

Zip Liaison: Ray Wells 
(804) 814-0905


